It DOES take a village to raise a child,

So where’s everybody else?

By Kathy Rackley

Have you ever felt that only educators value the meaning of the phrase, “It takes a village to raise a child”? Is this a concept that parents and  community members embrace as well? Some of us in education might be inclined to say that for some members of society the answer would be yes; yet for others the answer is no, or at least not to the degree that it should be. 

As educators, we provide much more than a sound academic foundation. It isn’t just about teaching anymore. We are often responsible for making sure students get nutritious meals at least twice a day-- breakfast and lunch (not to mention the snacks we provide because some students don’t come to school with one).  We teach them social skills and character traits. We care for them when they are sick when no one can be reached to come pick them up. We teach them concepts that should have been learned during the first five years of their lives. And finally, we provide assistance or guidance in countless other areas that are not part of our professional responsibilities. Many teachers have experienced this situation so many times that they just resign themselves and accept that this is just the way it is and after repeated failed attempts to get the parents involved, lose all expectations for future involvement. Even though we know of the dangers in low expectations. 
Fortunately, Wake County has provided us with many resources designed to support our students, their families and even ourselves. Resources such as Parent Liaisons, SST, social workers, school counselors, Ready to Learn Centers, Wake Educational Partnership, and Partnership for Educational Success are designed to create partnerships between schools, families and communities. 

Many schools such as mine, Lincoln Heights Magnet-- Community Model, have made community involvement a top priority.  We offer an amazing program within the instructional setting as well as outside of the school. We hosted Fuquay-Varina’s first ever 5k last spring. This event not only promoted healthy lifestyles, but also community support. It was a huge success. The most rewarding part for me was seeing the families who live in the neighborhood across from our school sit on their driveways to cheer us on.  The 5K managed to create a brief partnership by conducting this school event in THEIR neighorhood. Unfortunately, we have not been as successful at forming school partnerships or even involvement in events held outside of the school setting such as hiking at Raven Rock, biking out at Harris Lake and roller skating nights.

 In order to persist when I am discouraged, I need to be reminded to go beyond my comfort zone and that my sacrifices are worth the effort.  I have personally sought to understand and practice this principle in my own life. Because of my personal pursuit, I discovered Susan Hite’s “Train Your Brain” series. Through her weekly radio program and her writings, Susan encourages us to ask ourselves the following questions as we reflect and act on living a life of purpose and significance. They are:
*What’s your purpose? Tap into your passion and your purpose so you can make a difference, while you make a living. What do you do? Who do you do it for? What moves and motivates you? 
*Does it fuel your passion? And to what level does it inspire you to give? Do you give only what’s expected of you or do you go above and beyond? Do you give of yourself sacrificially- doing what you know is the right thing to do even if you don’t really want to do it?

*When’s the last time you felt significant? Feeling significant comes from giving of yourself sacrificially. You feel a sense of pride because YOU KNOW you helped someone in need. 

*How can you re-create that feeling again? If we know that it takes a concerted effort to feel true significance, how can we create that feeling in our daily lives? Just as with anything else in life, what’s really worth having is worth working for and the best things in life don’t come easily.

It DOES take a village to raise a child; so how can we successfully involve the uninvolved? The answer to that question might require us to occasionally go outside of our comfort zones and give of ourselves sacrificially.  The person who receives the most significant benefit just might be YOU!

“Never underestimate the power of committed souls who work towards a common vision.”  Bill McNeal

